TECHNICIAN POSITION OVERVIEW
Prep technician: 3 CVT’s or 2 CVT’s and an experienced veterinary assistant
The prep techs will take temperatures, estimate age, confirm sex, shave and prep cats for surgery. They will also prep the right ear of each cat (the vet will tip the ear), express bladders, intubate if necessary, give the 3 way vaccine and penicillin. The ears are checked for ear mites and if present, are cleaned and Ivermectin is administered SQ.  Other duties include giving injectable Droncit if tapeworms are present, applying flea medication, running FeLV/FIV combo tests if indicated, and to be the primary assistant in emergencies. If a toe tag has been placed indicating a medical problem, they will make sure it has be addressed by the veterinarian and recorded.   
Surgical assistant: 2 CVT’s or 1 CVT and 1 veterinary assistant.

Each cat is moved from the prep area to the surgery suite and positioned onto one of three tables. The surgery assistant monitors anesthesia, applies the final prep, opens gloves, packs, blades, and suture.   A Surgery Log is maintained to record information on each cat.

Anesthesia: 1 CVT 

A certified veterinary technician administers anesthesia and maintains the record of the controlled substances used.   The technician administers TKX (telazol, ketamine, Xylazine) intramuscularly to each cat, then gives an injection of Buprenex for analgesia. Kittens that weigh 2-3 lbs are induced IV using Valium/Ketamine or Ace/Ketamine.  The female kittens are intubated, usually by the prep team; the male kittens are masked and maintained on Isoflurane gas anesthesia. 
Autoclave: CVT, Vet Assistant or trained lay volunteer

During the day of an FCCO spay/neuter clinic, it is essential to maintain our supply of sterile surgical packs. This entails ensuring surgery packs are constantly being washed, wrapped and sterilized. The dirty packs are removed from the mobile clinic (truck) and taken to the autoclave area. The packs are taken apart, sorted, and the instruments washed and soaked in an instrument lubricating solution. The packs are then put together, wrapped and sterilized in the FCCO autoclave. Detailed instructions on wrapping the packs and operating the autoclave are included with the autoclave station supplies.  

Post-op: CVT’s, Veterinary assistants and lay volunteers 
 The post-op team is made up of a team leader who is experienced and trained in the FCCO post-op procedures, and 3 to 4 more volunteers. A transporter will bring the cats from the truck following their surgery and will hand a cat to the next available post-op volunteer.  At this station the temperature is taken, and if the temp is low warming procedures are started. The cats are given SQ fluids if indicated, the gauze is taken off of the ear tip and treated if still bleeding, and lots of TLC is given. The temperature is taken again, and if still below normal the cat is moved to the warming area for monitoring. If the temperature is normal, the cat is returned to his/her carrier or trap and moved to the Recovery area for monitoring. A Post-op/Recovery log sheet is started on each cat to record the treatments administered along with recovery observations. This sheet follows the cat and is maintained until he/she is discharged to his/her caregiver. 
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